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wasn't satisfied with Cal State. | wanted to be on a flagship
university and a real major research institution and that's
why | transferred to UCLA. When we started Epitaph
Records, we never meant it to be the DIY flagship that peo-
ple tumed it.into. We did it because it was a place to... It
Was US guys who needed a label to stick on our record.
That's all it was and we stuffed records in the sleeves and
mailed ‘em fo people and.brought 'em in our trunk to the
record stores. It wasn'l a functioning label. Atlantic is an
institution. Ifs gol him'y and more importantly it's got the
distribution network in place: that's, been there for thirty
years thal we can take advantage of 1o get our records
heard much better than we could on Epitaph at that time.
I'm a fan of getting myrrmichwﬂ:?as many people as
possible and the misconception Is th have to cater to
their style.of markefing and | think ’lhé anyone that has lis-

HEY FOLKS, AS PROMISED, HERE'S THE
SECOND INSTALLMENT OF THE BAD RELIGION
INTERVIEW, THIS TIME FEATURING LEAD |
VOCALIST GREG GRAFFIN. ToDD GETS |
GRILLED ON THE MOON LANDING coﬁsmm
THEORY BUT GETS SMALL VINDICATION AS
LOCATES A COMPLETELY. ugﬂum?m)zﬁ i

man:k’euumﬂag F
lNTl—;RVI‘KW‘BY ToDD . ng; 4

[The tape staﬂs inthe n'ﬂdsl of an intonmdlscussmn]

Greg; With the lmmﬁmdraw You can tened tnBudRaﬁgimwﬂl sae!ha‘tmstayed frue to our
hide in your own litt call and pratend you're actually integrity from the past. We make music that makes people
paft of what's happening. Bul all you're doing is sepa- 1B i ;

rating yourself from society when what we need today
/more than ever is 1o bring people together. That's why h means h f
" people talk to me about what the Warped Tour means  BERSRIS of tool making and ev

. fo me, It's so much more than just the fact that we're anipulate an object

Iund of Iﬁemmmnts at a family reunion which te

s very meaningful on an emotional level but it@isois  BRCETHILLT much a go along with the flow guy, youl know? | tf;e iuf .
~ the new punk scene. That's where we've'come with L wants to do something, I1l do it. :
. aur punh scene. We have people whmare a Holly: If there was no Bad Religion, where would mhkeb
: | el EIR g DR UR L ST be right now? More than likely it would E!atlbing mmm
EEE R BRI ISR EULIE LTS with what you've studied Imsure. & = = =
Greg: Yeah, I'd probably be an assucisté profassor nr
g, positive review of it something like that i

7 Holly: Do you think that you m|gmgp mm@o“mmm
or if, the band does end? & -
Greg: | con't know. It's hard'for me fo saf,,nss st a
hobby for me but academia isn't either so I think there's
WIELUCRTINERATIRE room in my life to do botti and | think, aventually, | would
U like to not have to tour/s0 much and maybe spend some
Lake of Religion. - ' g: R TCELERETE VLI TR more time doing academia. Thafs’hgk:l | Ji'ﬂnk. [ almaost
Greg: Yeah, Bath Relig Bacfmegns bath but they : > other for me. It really has went to NAU in fack pe
callitie lakes baths. = . What's the most disposable class you took at = QULGEeQEEEtre)
Todd: So, just for the tape Nama. insﬁumen! and Greg: | goléccepled to the Phb program lhare but | chose
degree. ' R e B2 T T TR ARG Cornell instead because D.K. Elliotis. 3 professor there who

Greg: rnslrummts?l | play a Iol of Insnumanls but'in:.. works on fossd fishes and he aooephed me as his student.
the band... You krmrvm!aw na And | visited it and

; everything,
Holly: | know, we ne:edtu dm:umm H‘lis fm‘lhe raad- : Totk‘.l: If's a beautiful p!aoe. Ful: erralure it's really good,
Hdly' What band do you wish never existed not because

= o i

Greg This is Greg Graffin, Im tl'te slﬁgﬁer for Bad

Religion and | have a bachelors degree in a‘r&wopob- was just stupid. We were learning Ihoyma bad band but because of the imitators that they
gy, a masters degree in geology and I'm mmfmms ;

of the way there on a PhD in zoology. : an't g a lot of Bell Hooks or The w:l eamraﬁrtnmk of any. Can you?

Holly: So you're still going to Cornell, nght’? i ) ¢ : Yeah, Bad Religion. Bad Religion and NOFX,

Greg: Well, I've taken the last couple of years: off_':
because of band crisis and family crisis and a lot of
traveling. Todd: No, not at all.

Holly: Are you married? 1 Greg: Well that's what the question was.

Greg: Not anymore. I'm divorced. 0] se It was an elertwe ,1r|rJ LERILC Todd: Well, the question goes... OK, I'l do it to a literary...
Holly: Do you have children? ; People who really like Bukowski - | really don't like what
Greg: Yes, two little children that | have joint custody they write but | really like Bukowski. It's the same thing with
of. A six year old and a four year old. Hunter S. Thompson. People try to be like Hunter S.
Todd: Can you define Bad Religion in terms of an ani- Thompson and only seem to get the style so far but, fo me,

They're two bands that | really love...
Greg: Then we never should have existed?

mal or an organism that has a long fossil history? bu U= e ER UL LIRSS RV G R don't get to the meat of what he was doing. You know, don't
Greg: Yeah, Polypterus is the genus of a fish that still ! el R E LR SR LR get into the pathos of the dynamics of it. And the people that
lives today that has a very ancient fossil record as /minr typ try it - it just looks so bad to me. You know, why don't you
well. Butit still is a very viable, functioning organism in ¢ IS very s LR RIEEEE U try to find your own thing? And that's what | have a problem
our modern biodus (sp?). 5 State Northridge. The reason with.

Todd: Is it in the family of the ichthyosaurus by any JECAUSE t have good enough grades to ge Greg: In that context | can say Van Halen which is a band |

chance? Did it spawn from that? intc / 1 so | went to Cal State loved but look at what it spawned. Holy Christ. | mean, that
Greg: No, that's a reptile. This is a true fish but it's a was just sickening. But only in that context. You have to be
fish that's multi-purpose. It has lungs so it can breath very careful in the phrasing of the question.




Todd: Yeah, it's not the band itself or the
band's fault or anything but the tie-ins are_
very easy or people only see, "Oh, that's’
a hook. [l use that hook.” but-they'd

see the whole ...

Greg: So that means

Penny\“se or Blink 1

Aclually, we got to interview
r by himself and then Pennywise
 they seemed prefty straight up guys.
I'was really happy with them. If you could
people to two authors just for |5
i K ary insfinct, who would they
Greg:

Io;dd‘ {, who would you direct people 10?

mmauzsmub:mmw" ~ Re

¥ guessed.
ga;smpyuiuauzthalsald
" That was nice.

hts on Pynchon? Do you

n't either until |
G?afﬁn Areal fal
: Wow. What are your
nchon at all? :"A}?
should read more achiab
3y e gel yourself into it.
glish professor at Wisconsin.
Oh really. Bty ~
jat's where I'm from. M '
Rightion. [the Dairylanders high. five} hgas born in

Greg: Never, unless we play it. My dad
lives in Racine so | go back there a lot.
rélg‘dd- Has you dad ever seen you

flies all over to see us.
next year if you ever
al Convention of

tance, sony In that respecl, dere
ed gurway,of life in many thing
n era deregulated everyl
ink'it'was because the
t was good for people and t
s, Profits were better than’

i :
hon You talk fo anyone and they sz

stay the hell out of my business.

make @ profit.” But then that's why we

ket economy - runaway free market ecof

all over the world where there's no more provisi

social welfare. Dwindling resources or sncmhw%re
dwindling resources for infrastructure and eve

about building up corporate profits. Butdo | think it's &
think it's a harsh and a horrible way but | dontd
there's some evil element behind it all. It's going

the people to say "Enough is enough.*We need our gov-
ernment to intervene in corporate ress and | don't
know when it's going fo happen. One of the biggest mdusq
fries that was deregulated was the e industry so when
we see a bunch of planes plummeting from the sky, | think
people are gonna say to get the governmant back iny

- 'mmﬂvm regulation and maintain the sefvice of the a:rp]arj;

. thing. There are no more

Imremt there for my

dreamtogoto

grot

al gomg t'neré'and | just wanited to b
out here ['never felt part of the society.
sort of my respite from... Thisis a pretty harsh
to come out here as a teenager, it was roughSo | just
wanted to be Wwith my friends back in Madison. | went there
after | got straight A's at Cal State. After | got straight'A's |
was accepted but they wouldn't give me instate tuition so |
could only.go there for one semester. | thought | could go
there for a Semester and they'd change their mind. So then
| lransfarm&[rom Madison to UCLA. Dejected. | was

LA buL.* !
l-lnlly Hnrwnﬂm do you go haﬁc;o hmn?

fgonna take mediocre stuff over n;g

creale safety again. It's not -:anhr that, though. Ifs@very—
rds anymore. Tng

ment has 1o lead the ways 'setting standards thns
era of government handsoff, there are no more dards
50 you get companie; /. Media is a good example.
Television, movies, 5. You have these huge corpio-
rations that are only Interested in making profits and so
they don't care. T]';Qy don't really have standafds anymore.
They just do,Jittle' experiments with the public and see
what sells and if it sells, they justify their actions by saying,
*See, itdhat the people want." But it's not what the peo-
ple waril! Today if you listen to the radig, there's othing
good on and they say that this is what the eople want It's
not what the people want, it's what you're giving them.
‘Cause if there were people having hm ards of what

they release to the public, then people lgt_isld fespond. If

people are only given a choice of mediocre siuff, they're

at all, So, some-

's gonna have to change the .t »,Bad Religion has

luckily maintained high standards

‘hope that we can bridge thaLusp between popularity and

“high standards.

Holly: What's one thing

stand that you just mn't?x,{_

Greg: Why people are’ _n lhey encounter
those with different upii[@la{}l‘s Just something that is 0
foreign to me. Whend g on by someone it's when'
they don't see thmg Ij;&)\ﬁ';thﬂ! | do and we entertain’
the discourse of rat s for thinking the way wn!




* do. | love that. Thal's what the entire enlightenment period
f the sixleen and seventeen hundreds was all about.
ple being able to speak freely and openly but agree on
* ‘some methodology so they could come to some id
progress. Today that's not around. People just gét he
" and angry at you if you ask questions. =
-Todd: | think it's kind of like people are
© almost a freeway mentality talking to o
. cut me off, | honk at you. If you put your,
"‘gonna get in your face about things. I
. thing with the internet. You have tep'thot
metal and steel around you - you c;
body off. On the internet you can’
thing they could do is leave s
your commuter and all you ha
have to listen to you.” The
removed from one another
ple think is the only wire
and that's really too bad.
Holly: What's the last th
andfor the last thing that
Greg: Oh, God, appalli
appalled by it but | st
*Krippendorf's Tribe.” It

tural stereotypes.

Holly: What was the movie
Greg: This was a movie .
his research funds without &
making a documentary fil
since he had no money,

nghutlthinkltmﬁnd
ink of when | turned

e were healthier peo-
80 much. And | think the

cting anymore and
al socially meaningful

put that which c2 . It gives you
; ufnstvs.rueraMydaughbr's
mm'amhgslkrmm never have an
‘cause she's a certain way and that allows you
that some people are just certain ways and that
as to do with the chemistry in their genes. | think if's

br;ngywdoanymlngnuw‘?wtymmwum

‘nmdatan or fifteen

ago

Grq:lsﬂaladeskmhnﬂihhrtlmlmﬁ
never have a desk job. Usually when | write | sit at a iable
or something. I'm a divorced parent now which is some-
thing | swore would never happen. And it wasn't my doing
but coming to terms with that short-coming was something
that's made me a better person.

Todd: What's the number one thing that you think people
get wrong about Bad Religion from the lyrics? Does any-
body take 1'1;0 microphone away and they just sing the

wrong lyrics ;
Greg: Well, remarkably it's not about lyrics. It's about per-
ceplion. People perceive us fo be the biggest assholes in
the world - which isn't true - or to be the biggest sell-outs in
the world - which isn't true - or the most unapproachable
the world - which isn't frue. Very few people aciu-
: time to understand the lyrics | think.
o did spendhm would malrze that all

th'newrmﬂlalylm 5 wal.ldnm
e lyric or phrase

ay."] [laughter] That's as far as
you can get. are witing abwt my favorite
nursery rhyme."
comes to mind, ;
Holly: If's a good one.
Todd: Do youlhave any consumer tips -i'r acy fips? Any
knowledge that ol 2 that would be useful for...
Greg: Pirateg? ™ =
Todd: No, noypifacy.
Imwanytnd:a
Greg: | know.nol
Consumer? 3
Todd: Yeah. Cohgumer tips.
Greg: No, | don'tknow. | think that we need to be careful of
our consumerism. I'm a huge consumer. I'm not one to
ample but certainly buying cheap ass products is
sed with. | thlnlt you should buy

iracy. Do you
‘that?
did you say?

a knee jerk reaction tu huy things.
Todd Ever thought of purchasing a Satum?
Greg: No, just because | don't think it's a safe car. Now
Im a parent I'm interested in buying the safest thing.
Mini vans?
0 s?
ctually, mini vans aren't that safe.
51 .

Greg: Slmgesl?,hfs
Todd: No.

Greg: Squirrel parts. So
cut up in pieces. Luckily
it

Todd: Any clarification? ;

Greg: There was never an under:

thrown up.

Todd: How long ago was that?

Greg: | think like three years ago.

Holly: Where at?

Greg: You'd have to ask Jay. | don't remembe
just remember identifying it. "Oh, this is skygir
Todd: Who's the longest fan you've had 1
%dammmteptmmntadvﬁmu
Greg: It might be Jack Rabid. -
Todd: Jack Rabid - right. The Big Takeove
book coming?

Greg: Pretty good. Pushing along. Its a huge pr
do you cover eighteen years of evenis?

Todd: We gave him some siuff,

Greg: Oh, good §
Tudd.mmhmsmuchaswhadl

Sp
Greg: “outside nghtnnw [It's pa
the middle of the day, there's no stars ]
Todd: For twenty-five hours? But it doesn't
Greg: Well, what do you see right now? | @
star in the sky.

Todd: | see a lot of clouds but there an

moon.

Greg: Yeah, but what if it was dayti
but | think the moon is always dayti

Todd:. Yeah, | guess, Pink Floy

Greg: See, rock and roll does that.
Holly: You leam something new e
Greg: You should read Carl Sa
the evidence you just sited to bol

ry is actually pretty... On weak foul
Todd: Right, well, 'm just curious. |
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