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“ ...Greg’s vocals on the
EP sounded like he was
singing underwater”

52 Spiral Scratch

ad Religion were formed in 1980, during

the emergence of Punk around Los An-

geles. Hailing from the Burbank/Wood-

land Hills suburban areas of North Los
Angeles, the first incarnation of the group com-
prised of Greg Graffin, on vocals, Brett Gurewitz,
guitar, Jay Bentley, bass, and Jay ‘Z’ Lishrout
on drums.

The group came up with the name Bad
Religion simply because they did not like rehigion
and what it stood for. Their music was hard edged
‘Punk’ rock, with many songs played very fast, but
not straying into “Thrash’ By the summer of 1981
the group had released their first record. The Bad
Refigion EP was a six track 7-inch EP and was
recorded at Real Life Studios in Agura.’ The record
was produced by the band themselves and was
released on their own Epifaph Records label,
formed by their guitarist Brett Gurewitz. Despile
the fact that the band weren't too happy with the
final mix of the EP, blaming the studio for ils
deficiencies, it sold well, with Jem Records buying
SO0 copies to distribute out of Los Angeles.

Bad Religion distributed the rest of the EP's
around the Los Angeles area themselves and in an
interview in Flipside magazine Brett said Greg's
vocals on the EP sounded like he was singing

By Richard Kilby

underwater. I vou've heard the EP, vou'll know
whal he meant. Also in late summer of that vear
they played a show at Bard's club and made a name
for themselves, quickly becoming established as
one of the belter groups amongst a growing
number of talented outfits. Later that vear the
group went into Track Kecord in Hollywood and
recorded four tracks for compilation LPs: 3 tracks,
Bad Religion, Slaves and Drastic Actions were re
recorded from the first EP and the other track n
The Night was a new song.  The tracks wer
produced by the group and Jim Mankey. The 3
tracks from Lhe first EP ended up on the Pubfic
Service compilation LP on Smoke Seren Records
(1981) and /n The Night was pul on Lo the £2.Y.0.
Records compilation LP Someone Gol Their Head
Ricked in! (1982).

1982, and Jay 'Z’ Lishrout had left and was
replaced on drums by Pete Finestone. The group
went into the Track Record studios in Hollywood
once more, again with Jim Mankey, though this
time he was the engineer and the group produced
all the songs. 14 tracks were recorded and then
mastered at Godd Star in Hollvwood, The result
of this excursion mto the studio was the LP How
Could Hell Be Any Worse?, which was unleashed
onto an unsuspecting public in Los Angeles.
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The LP was very successful for the group and
sold well, it also established Bad Religion as one
of the best Hardcore groups in L.A. Today it is
regarded as a milestone in Punk history - a
classic considered by many as one of the be
LP's of the decade. The music was fas
to the point . The group played reg
were very popular. The track Wey
e was taken from the LP and g
on the American Youth Repog
Invasion Records (1982).
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1984 — Brett Gurewitz, Paul Dedona
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had a big drug and alcohol problem and nearly
killed himself with an overdose - only later
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J HOW COULD HELL BE ANY WORSE?

We're Only Gonna Die/

Latch Key Kids/Part I/

Faith In God/Fuck Armageddon...

This Is Hell/Pity/In The Night/

Damned To Be Free/White Trash

(2nd Generation)/

American Dream/Eat Your Dog/

Voice Of God Is Government/

lined up

Oligarchy/
Doin® Time EPITAPH EP1 BRLP1 1881
a TH}.{)R[(-INAL_BADREL[{:I()N: J | NTO THE UNKNOWN
Bad Religion/Politics/ It's Only Over When.../Chasing
3&::1?3“%::';3&5'!"!8? The Wild Goose/Billy Gnosis/
T Time And Disregard/The Dichot
Warld War lll EPITAPH EP1 BREP1 1984 omy/Million ?agys.-Losing Generation/
Re-released on 12" on their original 7* EP from 1981 You Give Up EPITAPH EP1 BRLPZ 1983
! Lyric/Phota Insert
J BACK TO THE KNOWN EP 1 SUFFER
g;:t?rd?::Fmg‘?;ﬂE:d : You Are(The Government)/
gion/Along The Way/ 1000 More Fools/How Much Is
New Leaf EPITAPH EP1 BREPZ2 1984 Enough?When?/Give You
This was a one-sided 12° EP, that is to say ali five tracks Nothing/Land Of Competition/
ware on one side of the record, the other side was blank, Forbidden Beal/Besi For You/
The track Bad Religion was a new re-recorded version of t Suffer/Delirium Of Disorder
The song from the 77/12" EP. It appears that the record Part Il{The Numbers Game)'
and cover were both made in England What Can You Do?/Do What
You Want/Part IV(The Index Fossil)/
Pessimistic Lines EPITAPH 86404 1988
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