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AND BLINDING!
BJORK shouts to the top

CREDIT TO THE NATION * THE LEVELLERS * ALPHA & OMEGA
ROBERT PLANT * POGUES * BAD RELIGION » BOO RADLEYS
JOHN HEGLEY +* FAMILY CAT + SKYSCRAPER +* BUJU BANTON




THE SEX EPISTLES

n Iran, anti-pop
vigilantes called
Bassijis patrol the
streets with
loaded automatic
rifles. In Chile, one of
the first actions of the
ClA-backed Pinochet
junta was to hunt
down and murder left-
wing folk singers.

In Newcastle, a wee Scottish
youth tugs on the seeve of indie
punk band Bad Religion’s singer,
Grog Graffin, and says, “Excuse
m. | hope y'don’t mind me
anking, but how do you
'mwduhwdlm

roaned off youth cubtures at five

times the pace of the rest of the

world, but crusty looks st to

stay a5 our national folk

costurne for a long, long tma.,
Is Biritain burnt cut?

MEANWHILE, IN pockets of
tha LISA, the punk rock
velociraptor still bops along,

1977 and beyond - s incredible
in itsell,

“Look at The Bible this
that Jehovah killed all
Egyptians? NO! | won't.mhfp
that f—ed up! Heactsllkeaf pg'

'W'hm'!'rnll Two Heebs And
A Bean' (drawing attention 1o
the band's ethnéc mix), which

Also selling by the bucketh,

® Punk rock USA is alive, well and still has its seethingly organic roots stretching back to '77. One of its finest exponents are
LA's BAD RELIGION, a bona fide indie phenomenon who sell out gigs at London’s Forum with little publicity. STEVEN WELLS

meets the anti-war, anti-‘God’, serious tune dudes and asks, how come America produces Nirvana and all we get is a UK Subs
revival? Bad boys: ANDY WILLSHER

feature of fringe pop, but anly
recontly has it achieved the
status of a political ideal. Dog-
@n-a-srrng-in-the-rmanger-ism.
Greg Graffin of Bad Religion is
gently dismissive.

“It's such a juvende attitude. |
understand it because | felt the
e wary. IS a very immature
thing that you have to go
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IT 1S ficing that the siger iR

h\dwhoh:urﬂedwdln s

a0 50 brilliantly againgt the
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we pet the UK Subs

The best American rock
rrsic iy bedng made by veterana
of 3 scene which, no matter
herw Iragmented it has becomea,
is well into the latter stages of
its third decade. A scene that,

wa'ra not awiully bothared
about staying underground,”
suys Brecr. | maan very fes
bands would twrn up for a gig
ik this in a tour bus.”

GA! TRAVELLING in
comfort! FASCISTS! At the
recent SWP ‘s Pop Turning

beecause he had a job. | am not
rmaking this up.

“A lot of the things that
become massively popular and
FOLaN same value, BITAIn that
success 32 3 kind of gde effect,”
claims Greg. “Debbée Gibson is
going for a Tep Ten single with
wvery record, Mirvana weren't. |
ithink that happens a lor.™

Zen And The Art Of Credibility
Maintenance, anybody?

=1 think that art in general is
meant to be shared by a general
populace, not mrgeted for an
elite. Every tima we put a
record out we don't just do it
for the people who have been
layal for years.”

=1 'was & hypocrite when | was
2 kid, " admits Bret. *1 mean as
soon as X (seminal T0s LA punk

and see a band like The Clash at
a 5,000 seat venue and think
nothing of it.”

“But then,” adds Greg, “the
X changed their style whilst The
Clash never did.”

You've not stll got a down on
disco, surely?
“Diseo sucks! Disco sucked
hdttimarndﬁcoﬂllmdu"



