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Pogoing, gobbing and
screaming f**k, that was
Punk 1976-style. But not
any more, say America‘s
core exponents, BAD
RELIGION. After 15 years
and eight albums, they’re
an overnight sensation.
HUGH HACKETT steps
back in amazement.

WELVE MONTHS ago, Bad
Religion were at a difficult stage in
their career. The Californian
quintet were the epitome of the
underground scene; worshipped
by an ever-growing fan-base,
selling out every show, shifting plenty of
records, yet completely unknown to the
vast majority. One of the problems was that
albums like ‘Suffer’ (1988), ‘No Control’ ('89)
and ‘Generator’ ("92) were hard to find in
the UK. Another was that the band's own
label, Epitaph, was finding it difficult to
spread the word. Hence, in a shock move
last year, Bad Religion defied an age-old
Punk Rock ethic and succumbed to the call
of the major label (Atlantic in the States,
Sony in Europe).

And the ploy would appear to have paid
off handsomely, with the name Bad
Religion finally getting some well-deserved
recognition. Here in the UK a respect-
able15,000 orders have been placed for the
bands‘21stcamrwhlﬂw'mnlﬂ
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It's an impressive figure that dlnrﬁ' ;
‘bigger name' acts. And the band were
as surprised as anyone.

“The “Stranger Than Fiction" album did
much better than we expected,” grins
bassist Jay Bentley. “With our previous
records we've been pretty much able to
plan a growth chart of how new records
would sell, and it would be pretty
consistent. But we surprised ourselves with
this one.”

The current Punk Rock resurgence must
have helped.

“People want to call this phenomena
Punk Rock, but | don't see it like that,” Jay
states. “After 15 years, the bulk of people
who buy records have caught on that this
type of music is really viable. It's not a joke
or a bunch of people screaming, ‘F*k'! 15
years is a long time’. But I've never wanted
to be an overnight sensation "cos that puts
a strain on what you're doing.”

EVERTHELESS, MEGA-bucks have
finally come the way of Bad Religion.
Ditto Green Day and Offspring who
also laboured for years prior to being
rooted in America's Top Ten for the last six
months, outselling Bad Religion along the
way. Bentley denies any jealousy at seeing
his former contemporaries go through the
roof,
“I'm very proud of what our band's done,
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so to be envious of what was happening to Bad Religion 1995 (clockwise from top left): Brian Baker,
other bands would belittle everything that's Bobby Schayer, Greg Hetson, Greg Gralfin and Jay Bentley.
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RELIGIOUS UPBRINGING

The how and why on the Bad boys.
Formed: California, 1980.

Line-up: Greg Graffin (vocals), Jay Bentley (bass),

MWMhmm etc).
Albums: ‘How Can Hell Be Any Worse?" (1982),
“Suffer’ (1988), ‘No Control’ (1989), ‘Against The

~ Big break: The current second wave of Punk has
bought BR long-awaited recognition as the
Godtathers of the US scene. Signing to Atlantic for
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