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When Bad Religion releasedgibibe J:Ev};-
3 frakes Pt i 2004, our country, aleng wich
the resdof the world, was full of tension.
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Lhem Ear War™ and “Social Suicide™

oed the times, dealing with issues like

L
15 hegemony and corporate interference
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“At that ame, guitarist Brett Gurewitz
says, “everyone was super pissed about the
buildup and launching of the war.”

Take a look at the world now and you'l
see that. . .well, that things aren’t very
different. We're stll in Iraq, George Bush
15 still in the White House and corporate

America is busine: 1sual,

But instead of being redundant,
Bad Religion wanted to shift in a more
personal direction.

“The new record isn't as political,” Gur-
ewitz says. “The lyrics are more a reflection
of what we've been through as people and

not nearly as politcal.”

On June 26 of this year, Bad Religion
will release New Maps of Hedl, which Gur-

ewitz hails as “a modern classic.”

We're df;h\.'ing from our earliest roors,
our v-:igil'sl stuff,” he SAYS, “We tried to
push our song-craft and create more me-
lodic hooks.”

The change in direction is interesting for
a band thar has been known in the past for
their politically inclined lyrics. Singer Greg
Graffin earned a PhD in evolutionary pale
ontology from Cornell and has contribured
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articles are

science and culture, Bill Moy

also posted on the band’s website, showing

bad f ED ANY KIND,OF ANTI-RELIGIOUS B ELINGS.”
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Gurewitz says that “I've always Been a

liberal, progressive thinker who is skeptical

of the world around me.” He addsthar his
worldview is “basically the antithesis of
conservatism.”

Bad Religion formed in 1980 at the start
of Ronald Rea

band’s Ivrics reflected their distaste’in not

igm. The
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only the Reagan administration, but also

the emergence of evangelical Christian

leaders such as Jerry Falwell, wha vou'll re-

member as the man claiming Tinky-Winky

of Teletubbres was a homosexual, Bur Gur
ewitz denies that the band name indicates a
['(J][lp]("ﬂ' i“'l'l’.‘ii' 3l Ty 'I'l'ljgi[]“.

“Onr band name never really repre-
sented any kind of ant-religious feelings,”
Gurewitz explains. “It was more a reaction
to the climate of evangelism thar was
]Iilp!j{"llin\l_".‘l

Gurewitz—who produced much of
Bad Religion’s output and owns Epitaph
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the mid 90s. At this time, Bad ]lt.']igitn‘] wias

signed to Atlantic Records, where they used
a variety of different producers. Ric Ocasek
(formerly of The Cars) worked on The Grey

Reee, while 70s icon Todd |1u|1d]_:.rr,-n pro-

duced The New America, which was panned
by critics and fans. Gurewitz claims thar the
album was “not our milestone.”

With Gurewitz back on board and the
band back on Epitaph, Bad Religion got
back to releasing solid, thought provoking
albums. But the punk scene had changed
from the 1980, .\n‘;_r_r}', Mohawk-clad
punks have been replaced by a perpetually
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z and cheering pre-reens.

1 disappoigted at the lack of

“No, not disappointed,” Gurewitz says.
“I love music that doesn’t say anything,
Sometimes.”

CGurewitz mendons that his favorire band
growing up was The Dickies, who were “a
perfect example of mindless music.”

“Punk rock wasn't always synonymous

with substantive lyrics,” he adds.

These days, Gurewitz says that his tastes
in music range “all over the map.” He loves
\I} (‘.IH'H‘Jil'il] 1{‘”“2[11(‘.{' 'II'H..l l"i!”. ()l” .Bi 3.\' as
well as lesser known acts like The Sungirls
and The Gallows, who he claims are “the
best punk band to come around in the
]];l!i| ten i\.'l'le.‘i.“

This variety is reflected in Epitaph’s
recent signings. Whereas Epitaph was
originally a punk centered label, these days
i[‘!—'\ Mol UNCOIMIMON O See an ."I.| Ihﬂ}!&ph(‘]‘l'
track pop on a Punk O Rama disc.

Gurewitz says that Epitaph’s decision
to branch out was made in 2002 when
we d('(‘id('d \\'I’.“rl’.‘ not ]1l'jtfi1’g '-lll}' g(]ﬂ]d
]1unl-'. bands.”

Since then, Epitaph has signed every
thing from folk to hip-hop music. As a
l't'.‘:ll]|I l])(' Iill'l‘l'l ]1:Iﬁ' L'Hl];_:l“ sOme HH{']\' [.ﬂ MT1
the punL‘ g_'nlmnl,mit_\',

“Ir’s somewhat polarizing in the punk
es 1f

scene,” Gurewirz savs. “Bur who o

people are pissed. They can vore with
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