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DBEM: For our readers who may nol know,
can you try lo describe the circumstances
surrounding the sarly days of Bad Religion?

Well, Greg and | wera 10th grade students al
El Caming High Schoal in Woodland Hilks, Ca, That
was 1979 and as far as | could tell we wene ihe
only people that looked the way we did, so thera
was an immediate bonding atl thal level. Brait and
Jay Ziskrout had just broken wp from a group called
The Cuarks, and were looking to start a harder
band, more in The Ramones wein, and through
a mutual friend ol Greg and Brait they wesa inlro-
duced. They worked withoul a bass player (me)
lor a whila, writing Ihfee songs, and thal was
when Greg asked me Io join. We practiced at
lirst in Grag's mom's living room, but Soon
bounced around from house to house, untll ending
up in Greg's mom's garage. Somewhat sound-
progfed, in the summer the lemps would get
o 120 degraes aaslly, so we alactionately named it
*the hellhole.® It was in that garage that we practiced
alter school, wrole the first EF, and the majority of
the first LP, "How could hell be any worse?®

We ware just kids, going fo shows, making fiyars,
hanging oul. We drove around in Bretls Vanagon
and ate Spam; we dyed our hair and splked it
wilh everything trom Jell-o to spray painl. In reftro-
spect, we only really discussed the direction of
e band once, and we concluded thal we “didn?
want o be stupid, and hoped to write material that
would stand the test of fime.”

DBM: How about plunging ahead into making
your own label? Did that process change any-
thing about the band, or the music?

Nope. Thal was oul of necassity. Wa tried 1o get
ather labels interested, but they all thought we
sucked. Wall, maybe wa did, bul we balievad in what
we were doing enough to borrow money from Brett's
dad 1o make that first EP. | guess the fact that
Richard (Breit's dad) befieved in us was just as good
as getting signed. Someona olher than one of us was
willing 1o imvest in 1. Brett did an amazing job a1
resaarching the manulactunng process - the artwork,
that dual galefold 7* that spun at 33 1/3...genius
It led to some problems down the road, but in the
beginning it was very pure and nainé,
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DBM: You guys have been around for more than
twenty years, and I'm sure you have had your
ups and downs as a band. Has it been hard
to make it last?

Ummmm, yeah, we've all had our momenis, but
i hasn't really been that hard to make it last | believe
we all really enjoy being in the band, writing
and playing. IU's the oulside influences thal have
had more of an impact on the flow of the band
For instance, iU's fun 1o lour. but iU's not lun 10 lowr
for six months streight. Some bands can do it
but | think as a hobby thatl we like 1o do oulside owr
*real® lives it can become a bit challenging. YWe all
know thal the band is nol going 1o make our livas full
and meaningiul, so keeping it in parspeciive has
probably bean kay in our longeavity

“...this style of music
withstood the test of time,
became mainstream,
influenced a generation,
and continues to be a source
of entertainment...”

DBM: Looking back at where you've come from
and whare you are now, do you think the band
has matured musically? Do you think the young
varsions of yourselves from the BO0's would
be satisfied with the current state of Bad Religlon
or punk rock in genaral?

Have we matured? Musically, | suppose. Dur
s0ngs heve grown in time and structure, and | think
the deplh ol meaning has ceramly maturad from
“the First Lady is a {*"kin lez_* | honestly don't believe
that our selves from the BOS could have ever
gnvisioned where we are now, or the sense of
salistaction from the “success™ of punk rock. Much
like the success of skateboarding, this style of music
wilhslood the test of hime, became mainsiream,
influenced a generation, and continues to be thowght
of as a viable source of entertainment, as wall as
oflering up a few bands that actually have meaning
Mot bad for a bunch of shilters who everyane haled
(and | am taking about everyone from 1978-82)

DEM: It seems like the newer "punk” bands are
Iyrically shallow or even contrived in comparison
to the punk bands from filtean or twenty
years ago. Are there any punk bands out
today that you guys like?

There are, but you have 1o dig pretty deep 1o find
‘em. A ol of the great bands keep breaking up, S0 'S
Impossible o say you like someane without knowing
il they shll exist! | can say that Anti-Flag and Tha
Casualties are definitely not ""king arownd

DEM: Do you think the subject matter or message
of your songs has changed al all over the years?

Let's see, palitica? Check. Religion? Check. The
dilficulty ona |5 présanlad upon birth into this moral
coll? Check. That suffering, ke water, will ahways find
its way into the heart of man? Check. Ummmmm,
seems pretty much the same o me.,

DBEM: Having a pretty deep collection of albums
and songs, are there any tracks thal you wish
you'd never dona?

Mo, | only wish that some of the tracks could have
had more fime 1o stew. Somatimes alter a song is
recorded, you keep playing tham live and they really
stari to bioom into somathing totally new...

DEM: How many days a year are you on the road?
Last year we were on the road for about
two hundred days.

DBM: When you guys were getting started as a
band, who or what inspired you?

Evarything inspired us school, news, bands,
food, girls...everything, | know that there was never
just one thing that we wantad 1o ba

DBM: Where do you see punk rock music and its
Iifestyle ten years from now?

Same place...everywhere from the gutter 1o
B-L":'M.‘I'l}' Hills, and everywhers in batwaen!

DBEM: Can you articulate the way the Amercan
punk scene has changed in the time between
roleasing the Bad Religion EP In 1981 and “The
Empire Sirikes First?”

Mo It's far 100 axpansive to avan try and fit it into
any definition, Simply trying 1o define it leads to
dafiance of thal dafinition; that's why | love it



