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JUST ANNOUNCED:

The Romantics -

Thurs. May 30th

Best of British Blues Tour '96 —
) Sun. June 2nd
Featuring;

Alvin Lee (guitark

Ten Years After

Erc Burdon (vocalsk The Animals
Aynsley Dunbar (drumsk: Joumey
Micky Moody (quitark: Whitesnake
Boz Bumell (bass): Bad Company
Tim Hinkley (keysk: Humble Fie

CALL SHOOTERS AT 861-6900 FOR MORE INFO. ON
UPCOMING CONCERTS &
THE HAWAIIAN TROPICS
HOT BOD BIKINI CONTEST
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# Born Again

Bad Religion Deliver The Smart Punk Gospel

by Kymberii Hageberg

Jay Bentley, Bobby Schayer, Brian Baker, Greg Graffin and Greg Hetson (from left).

A few years back, their faith was questioned.
Successfully independent for over a decade, Bad Religion
were finally making real money, but were taxing the
resources guitarist Brett Gurewitz's label, Epitaph
Records, had reserved for developing new artists. With
STRAN-GER THAN FICTION ready to record, the group
made the decision to move to Atlantic Records. Gurewitz
laft the lineup to run Epitaph full time and, suddenly, the
band, that guitarist Greg Hetson recalls, “couldnt get
amested for years,” wound up on modem rock radio.

It was a fate worse than death for hardeore fans certain
their band had sold out. So,

those magical moments,” he adds with a laugh.

Wiitten during the second leg of the 1895 tour, the lyri-
cal face of THE GRAY RACE wears a far more safous
expression. The release expands on the Bad Religion's
trademark driving but upbeat punk assthetics, braced with
terse lyrics. Graffin has honed his flair for delivering cau-
tionary rants about crime, overpopulation and a declining
society without a trace of a sneer.

The lyrics are shared sentiments, Hetson ex-plains, nol-
Ing that the band actually meets to make sure evaryons
belioves Graffin's words. “We're not realfy out there sup-

porting causes,” he says.
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Hetson says it wasnt ©S. That's really hard to do when you tour as ... co. we just go out there

that tough. “We got surpris- and yell about what we see

ingly e flack for all the TICH 25 We do. We just go out there and yell D Tor:

supposed horrible things  ahout what we see Is wrong.” body will help us out”

that we did ... signing with
Atlantic, m\dng our video
on MTV. Not that many
people were bummed, once they heard the music.”

Since the band's debut, 1982's HOW COULD HELL BE
ANY WORSE?, and 83's now out-of-print INTO THE
UNKNOWN, Bad Religion have managed to weather their
share of trials. In the mid-'80s, Hetson, lead vocalist/song-
writer Greg Graffin and original drummer Peter Finestone
played sporadic gigs to keep the band alive while Graffin
completed college. In 1985, while Hetson also kept busy
with the Circle Jerks, Bad Religion released the interim six-
song EP BACK TO THE KNOWN to rekindled interast.
Guitarist Brian Baker (co-writer on four of the new disc's 15
cuts) signed dn just before the STRANGER THAN FIC-
TION tour in ‘94. Gurewilz still has a distant connection
through Epitaph, which still sells well from the band's back
catalog (SUFFER, NO CONTROL, AGAINST THE GRAIN,
GENERATOR, the breakout RECIPE FOR HATE) and tha
1995 compilation, ALL AGES.

Touring biehind their now release, THE GRAY RACE,
Hetson, Graffin, Baker, Jay Bentley (bass) and Bobby
Schayer (drums) will play the Agora this Friday, April 26.
Call it the art of being casual, Hetson assesses from the
vantage point of a 16-year tour veteran. *When the band
first started it was like an after-school hobby. It's still like
that for us. Wie dont place too much emphasis on selling
35 million records and playing spors arenas. We don't
expect too much — just to do it and enjoy iL"

Produced by Ric Ocasek, the new release — complet-
ed in a brief month — was created in pretty much the same
vein. Virtually everything was recorded as a band.

"Some of the vocals were re-done, but we tried 1o keep it
as live as we could. Wa haven't done it that way for the last
few records, but it's better than making sure the drums are
perfect then geing back to finish everything else. Ric told us,
‘Just play as a unit. Wha cares if it's not parfect?

“That's the best method for our type of music,” | think it
dossn't have to be so precise. This way we play more as a
band, and things seem more meshed together. You get

Thay will continue to tour
— Greg Helson 1o the next month or 50,

but Hetson says they won't
ba joining the Lollapalooza lineup. He gives the nearly uni-
versal Internet rumor about as much credence as an Elvis
sighting.

“We haven't been asked, but I've heard that. I've also
heard we're doing the Warped tour, but we haven't been
asked to do that, either.”

If the invitation came, would the band fire up the bus?

“Probably not, but | befter not say that," says Haltson.
“The minute | do, we'll end up thers. So, who knows?"

During their stop in Cleveland — in the absence of a Triba
home game — Bad Religion could be caught killing a ittle
tima at the Rock And Roll Hall Of Fame And Mussum.

“We haven’t been there yet, but we have a guitar in the
Hard Rock Hotel in Viegas, so | guess the next step is the
Rock Hall," Hetson says with a laugh. Getting serious, he
adds, "l really want to see it and make my own decision
whether if's a joke or a tribute to the music.”

Also planned for the near fulure is an exploration
of the World Wide Web. Though any search engine
will turn up 10 or 12 Bad Religon sites [try
hitp//r2d2.ucsd.edwbr/index.html to get started],
Hatson says they've had spolty luck
connecting, ewven fto their own “official
[http:'www.atiantic-records.com/Bad_Religion/, from
which they were unceremoniously dumped just yesterday
in mid-surf.

“We're in the middle of looking around and nothing. If's
insane — and embarrassing to not get any farther than the
first page on your own site,” he says with a laugh, "but we'll
keep trying.” With a name like Bad Religion, an appsal to
the cyber gods is always an option. Though, given their
recent attempt to raise Jimi Hendrx, even that exotic
avenue seems doubltful.

“We recorded at Electric Lady, but we didn't see the ghost
of Hendrix. We asked him, lo come, but he didn't show,”
Hatson jokes. “We it the lava lamps and candles, said our
chants at the Oulja board — nothing. He musi've been out.”
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