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’'s Most InfluentiallPunk Band

fiiteen years have past since a group of young high school punks startg

al band called Bad Religion. Without a record label, Bad Religion relg
humeyous albums on their own dinky Epitaph Records and songs lj
Armageddon” and “We’re Only Gonna Die” found the band a growi

M@@a¥ng up briefly in the mid-eighties, Bad Religion returne

albp uffer, with a style far more polished and defined #
style OERsisting mostly of a high-energy tempo accentuated

sl : harmonized vocals, quickly became their o

urth@r refined in the years to follow.

“% en with the mainstream’s ambivalence to punk in the
Religion’s popularity skyrocketed. Significantly because ¢
influ@nce, “"'L way back into the mainstream
beinl bigger h an e l:. ith a major label deal from Atia
guit&ist Mr. Brefiis’Egiiaph Records becoming a multi-millio

 B.R.@hfluenced Bandéi liké Offspring, Pennywise, and NOFX,

"~ finally getting ibir die

e su @Estila rew hours from setting when | met
thisfluesday a A oit. As we began to talk, Mr. Brett and bz
: 1 {{ were sitting relaxed in their
. Vocalist Greg Graffin would come |
| to join the interview,{but we
5 ¥ without him.

p
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At what point did Bad Religion really staré to fake aff?

“In1909." responds Jay, "Whem Rgaimst the frain came out”

Rrett adds, “Suffer was a really good record, and fl Caniral is 8
qreat recard, but its unheard of to make an even better record an the
third one. Even though we were on a [ittle dinky fabel with no clout
whatsoever, the music spoke for itself. Against the Grain shipped
0,000 wnits the first day, which at the time was mind biowing. What
you see now with radio, clubs, and MTV wes caused from what
happened back then. It was this quiet pebble dropped in the pond, and=,
the ripples went out and out and out and have finally splashed on the
shore—and that’s freen Ilau'ﬂﬂiﬁping o M. 4

Mmﬂn’g&ug&y&ﬁm‘ﬁwﬁm&"

T saw the Sex Fistols on TV in 1978, mpu!s]au ‘ﬂmasﬂw
1977 year-in-Teview, mimauslmumdtlnsﬁmmmspnmlﬂnﬂmﬁaﬁ
Fistals, and | was bke, T*4!" [went out and bought the Bickies' white
vinyl single. Jbwas the Fastest thingin the warld: | mean; |was coming
out of K155 Iﬂm‘lﬂlmmmtﬂlﬁhuﬂ]ﬁmﬂﬁlw@mm
Se PistlgBingles Lepudpickup.”

“Tor . ansuers Bret, twas 975 amﬂlmtlnim Tlmliﬁ-
band for me was the Ramones. | had heand ofspunk before, seen
pictures, but | didn' really bmnow it had anything to do with music. [
remember quing to Moby Disc, and [ saw the Ramanes' first recard.
There was  fige ten oot high painting ofthe cover fitsid. | Bought
‘ThatdoesAEigh e Tecond that [ ve ever see——these quigi
Imﬂm']aulmlsallmﬂth&m!hmrmts Iwnnlilﬂllﬂﬂlﬂaﬂi

audience and beafing the s 't oub of everybody. (Rem you Start

i g s o ey

aromnd 19837

».2:

et vl '!ﬁmmﬁharmmgdagmhm Everyone sated |
0l e, You it sl ™17 A shed yolat me—

lanting, e B Rlgioncrans e v and gues p o 5
Trancisca to play. Back then, San Francisco wes lie a year or tw
behind. Wg'd go up there in torn jeans, argyle sweaters, hilis, leather
jackets, bandannas, chains, short colored hair. and they d be long hairs

with Devo glasses, legpard shin tightS:amd theyd be pogo-ing. Ue'd be

y ;lih&%imuuuh!g'-' You dant pago—ym E]iIIl" ll'n'ia]n&::_ permaneat

falture shotl”

Wi Jaulujha'ﬂmlfhadﬂwfrmuwmﬁ]nmnndguh&
 anciso. twoul abe tirteen hours because we b s many prage

and so much 5"t in there. We'd be on the freeway and couldn't siop to
piss, 50 we'd be Flling up potato chip bags and throwing them out the
window. Whatever! We're going bo Frisco ana f*Jin' towr.”

i
ol mﬁﬁf‘ﬁmﬂmﬂe frazy s#mﬂrﬁr ébﬁ'ﬁn’ Feligion
-~

mmtﬁrm frett.

Jay clarfes, There's Bad Relgion BS. aml-EadﬂellgmuRE-—— :

before Sufer and after Suffer.
Brett breales in, "R leller show was at Godzilla's with Fear, Tl
Bad Religion, Simple i, and Shine the Light. That was an-awgsome

-._‘._slmm—-dmmw nlihlwi shous ever at Godillas— ke

=250

was @l

. W . rémembers Jay. That was the shaw
mm[{imt aﬂ‘% ;Emﬂmﬁm e - uhre lm:ﬁ 50 this quy just ramme his-car
becmse | relind tha | coud i s, |Gt havet b fany W thedor. uerye ran in,and te show gt guing.-

quitar player b write a sung. Iimuuharnhmismlﬁgm‘adnnla
Ramanes' song and thought, 1 coud wrile a sang e this.” But | didnt
imow there were ofher punk hands. i then we started gaing b
shous i L. ke the Bugacoch and they played with th Tippers and
the Dicies. Sk e AEw wavers wonkd go. but thered alsobe these
quus with leathr jackets, shortspily e combat boots. | s ke
Who are they? My fiend goes, Those are MBs' That's what we used
to call them—1Bs. The hardcare hids from Hunfington Beach.”

Jay roars, “That s right——HBs—1 remember that!

I don't Imow exactly how it heppened.” contimes Brett, Thut

ety soun. | had m eniner ooty el okl s o

guing b the tarwood every Wednestay night *

Brett pauses for 2 moment, and then sl Eumllqllwuumi
tn do bach then that they don' dangmiore, mereibullyas to spit o
the band——even if you hed them. We'd play, and ae'd gek lugies
hawhed anus, 5o the main thing back then was to play with your mauth
cosed. Where do you think this whale thing started of looking doun
and playng——ist heep your £l Face away from the audience.
Sametims it d be the Tamed . ON. and penple i lve tem Bt~
i seemed the maretheq loved them the mare Hhey showered them tilh
bagies. The stage looked 1@  tropical ran forest and Ihzhami
mnhmmﬁfmhwﬁmhmﬁﬂwﬁnmmﬂm

Brett laughs, “There was the Blach Flag, Gircle Jerks, Bad Society
show, Betinda Carsilly wes there i the audience. My friend Tam stood
1p 0 rafter. looked doun on Belinda, and pissed on her. B the Go-

;hsmm b then They used to play theWhiskey. e

* slanving tas e poguingstl evisted. Tery s aight o the
"lﬂ!uskam!ud?qxatthnh-ﬁu whepe every Ued

T Ve i pu DS laying Ihaﬁmﬁl&uw!mphﬁlmaﬁ
the time.

Which di you like etter, ﬁaﬂﬂmﬂ?ﬂn‘u’

Emthaaimly pands; Fﬁ @ tegnager. | was retty
rﬁmhle Yo !ﬂhaﬂmﬁgm “Those were the dags! but | wes
always dresed, | was weind, shuays drogged git—1 dont Lok

 Yachand sy it was paradise. memmkmmmm

frustrated, angry and uncomfortable. e romanticize these memories,
and say, Wasn' that great? It ke a hackpacking trip. When you're
un th rip,all you can hink about i your Hin’ Blsters and how youd
hﬂhramalhamjﬂrgﬁrhﬁufﬂlam:m dried food. find then

. “When you get home. you say. 18 so besutifl&nd Spirinual” Younever
- remember the bad s t—ﬁ&shugnmﬂuph:hpaﬂmm

Jay alds, e have to say now there s an undefstanding and a

_i%inumtﬁmhalmrrﬁﬁ ack theff "1t was insane crafy teenage

e mm—mm}m what we were doing.”

Wl di this stop?
Jay laughs, “Spitting stopped when hands started going m the

Tor me.” contimues Brett, Tlike how it is now better than back
then, which is not to say [m totally comfortable with myself now. Im

[robably & CATORIC MAICONCENL. . BUL I £ had my Cholce, 10 ke to be
_there back then uith what ! know now " Laughing. 'Td be having some
£ 1 i fanl! ol twerry about hlf the 5”°t that [ worried about
back then, [ Ty mieacher off and say, You kmouw what? You're just

“'Euung man, if you do that one mare time, it1l go on your permanent
record and it | follow you the rest of your life.” Fallow me where? Don't
iou think | mow that | end wp quitting high school and hecame
successful anyway. Al these things they said would follow me on my
negond====iwhereis my£-<kan’ permanent record? Is it in
same il at ElCamino g schotl? Hou does tht afect me now?”

Jay laughs, “Peole call 1 and sk, Tell, may [ have the
i‘pmm mrettplease?”

Do you bnouws how many times | gof wasted because | couldn't fall
asi:nphrnmn‘ymg about that?" reflects Brett. "Hids are warped by
that s™"t1"

MEWWWFWEHWWW

Rt responds, Tid you | ge caghtfor angting oitrageous? .
The main thing I gat busted fur.sas ot showing up for hameroum, not
stripping fur FE, being stuned in schaol, reqular s™t. | didn't muke the
cafeteria or put L3l in the punch.

"W did spray paint the schol that ane time,” adds Jay.

Hrett responds, “Oh yeah,dt id a lotvof bad stuff. I've bloum wp
st uith -80:aad grftied the-wals. But Enever ook a fall for
iy ofthat

gmﬂﬂls "ﬁqémalmnﬂﬂmt]lu the ugy. They just
m et O el olis

Teally,” saus&'attunllwwt emotion. “Well I guess it's o my
permanent recard.”

 Angtigstrageus o i g caiin you cantl me?

3 0t waitts o ks et Doy i st
Sl offing Fwﬂm@.m pales n comparisin e things Fletcher

Dragichhas done (Fennyuise]” Beryone laughs,

What s your main eriticism of arganized religion?
Jay snidely offers, Pay to prau

i.gﬂrﬂhzwrwmwmmmfm?

“ Yaah, otally” says Jay. “When you grow up having the fear of
Jod beateninto youis ind of an unfurgiving God. Butif you goow vp
thinding there’s somebody that loves you. you don't grow up feeling
auful and hated.

mmmrmwpm your shows?
Tl meer:™ answers Jay, ut]did havea pamphlet handed to me

"ma—lﬂuahttlu comit book. [ apened it ul,aml it said, i message
n uuaﬂad Pdmml Illmtnlallu Ilus I{mu nu

Last question--what do you do in your spare fime?
"Twatch V. laughs Jay. “Twatch golf and
bowling.”



Aiter a brief wait, Gre becomes available, and we start talking.

It pretty comman Ampwledge that youre warking on 2 PRI [m
curipus about what aspect of camparative anatomy you re studying.

T am studying the bilogy of bane tissue. [ look at it under a
microscape and compare various aspects of the biology from the
garliest vertebras to the modern fossil. The title for my thesis is
Tevelopment and Evalution of Acellular Bone.’ The study deals with
animal Dunes, but human bone doesnt differ from all the other
vertehras. There are basically fwo types of bones—those that
contain cells and those that don't. ' studying the difference between
these fwo fissus.

There are a lot of bone diseases that are mysterious, and there’s
a hype of bune, acellular bune, that's mysterious because it hasn' been
adequately sbudied. There is a possible link betueen the biology of the
acellular fissue and certain acellular pathologies—so my thesis has
medical relevance. My goal s to be finished within fwo years.

Did you do well in high school?
" 1 in’ suched! | had like a 2.6 GPR."

(What was it ke being in Bad Religion while
. stillahigh schoo! student?

"It was my only source of release in high school. InL.A. high school is
like social hour, sa if you don't fit in, you're totally ostracized. [ didn't
fitin. | moved there from Wisconsin when | was eleven, and [ couldn't
get into the pot smoling, roch m rall hippie culture that was gaing on.
Uhen | was fourteen, [ cut my hair short, dyed my hair black, and
wore a leather jacket to school. | literally got threats on my life for
Inokng diferent from these £}’ heshers. 1 didn't have to worry
about it though, because they were all wasted out of their minds.”

Houw did you hook up with the other guys in Bad Religion?

“It was a very small community of peaple who were interested in
LA hardcare. [t was easy to find people, and ever since  was a kid ['ve
always wanted t be in a band.

Do you remember your first expasure to punk?

"D, definitely, very distinctly. When [ was really young. | listened
tn pop radio all the time, but when I gained a littl it of an identity, |
began to ke music that wasn't so mainstream. | was really into Todd
Rungren. I started istening to KROD because it was the anly station that
played him. find then, about 1975, T heard this show on Sunday night
called Todney on the RO0. That was my first introduction to punk. He
played K, the Germs, the B People, Middleclass, the Chiefs, l these
uealed hands. Soon thereafter, in 1380, we madz a tape, and he played
that too.”

Vancerming arganized religion, what are some of your
 feelings?

"I get a kick out of some peaple who came to my
door and try to teach me about the universe.
It's usually a Jehavah's Witness. They come

o your door. Hello. We were just

cruising around the neighborhood, and
we were wondering if you've ever wondered
why there’s 5o much hatred in society? [Fs
always something really nebulas e that. |
ustally say something ke, To, | think |

have & clear understanding why there's so
much hatred. They don't Imow how to
" respnd to that because theyre used to
“& " meeting people who never ask those

\ questions. The sad thing is that 5o many
people don't ash those questions. so their

{ lttle patter works 30% of the time. [m
e~ \ nat saying it wil convert people, but
et their spiel can be effective. With

~ - me its not effective at all. Very

* rarely can they put together a

Iogical, complex scenario of why

weexdst. O [1)ash why they think

we're put here by God. They T talk

about arder in the wniverse, and for

every example of ander they give, |

counter it with an-example of

disorder. They hate it.

Al around, | am ot slighting pegple wha find comfort in refige
That's there prerogative, and ['m not any better than them by o
thinding there’s a God. But Fm certainly nat any warse ither. Posgle
will ostracize you because you don't believe in God. They say [ wan®
malki;!ﬂmhnﬂ}guiﬁnﬂmﬁhﬂmmmrlﬂiz. llihamuﬁ"l{hﬁ{
men’

Without refigion, what then becomes the basis for normative athics?

“Tlnes morality have to depend on religion? No. Is God the great
polarizer of morals? [ don't think so. [ think marals are nathing but
shared and accepted modes of behaviar that mast people abide by. Ifs
sart of a path of least resistance, if you will, in socieky. If you go
against it, youre bound to meet with more resistance. The ultimate
penalty for that from a religiaus perspective is condemnation in your
afterlife. To me its a lot more difficult to five if you go against
prevailing morals. In that respect, [ think [ am a maral person
furthermore, [ dan't think thoughts should be considered immaral
Behaviar is the most impartant element in defining marality. In that
respect, God, who is really a thought, exists outside the reaim of
morality, if you accept my idea of marality.

Tell me about the song Slumber.”

Thmow it sounds lihe a superficial sang, but it really about death |
and extinclion. Death is an indication of hopelpssness, and people
equate extinction with a sart of bialogical hopelessness. With Stumber
| suggest death and extinction should not be hapeless but empowering.
The 5ong talls about a kid wha's doun-and-out, his life is pointless. The
song i taken fram my perspective that if you re guing to walk arownd
heing miserable with your ffe, why are you living? You have to ash
yourself, what is lfe all about? Too many peaple get caught up in the
social and econamic equality, and look at their position as une of dis-
satisfaction. My advice is that slumber will come soon, no matter how
you look at it. Dur species will be extinct a Iot sooner than we think. |
We ire going t die of old age a lot sooner than we think. Lifeis fast.
and if you don't spend your lfe in & productive mamer, you're wasting
your time. The most significant aspect of e is that death is the great
equalizer. If you are guing to be completely doum-trodden your entire
lfe, just be glad you hnow in the end you're the same as everyone else.

Tome, that is a very uplifting idea. It shows that no matter how much
superiority this persan has over me, this quy doesn't realize shmberis
aming fast”

Pnal question. Uhat s the warst b youve v had?

“Tve never really had a job.” laughs Ereg. T took loans out in
school, and | loved the jobs | got at school, ke teaching and being an
assistant curator at the LA, County Natural History Museum. | even
went to the Bolivian rainfarest to trap birds and mammls. But, | uess.
for three manths, there was a time of hell—1 was the salad boy at
the Chart House.
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