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BAD RELIGION'S
Man of Substance

GREG GRAFFIN

Plus

BLACK EYED PEAS,
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and more




ONE OF THE LAST SURVIVING BANDS FROM
LA’s original punk scene, Bad Religion helped give punk its
intellectual edge. After all, lead singer Greg Graffin is the
kind of guy who, when tired, explains the high metabolic
demand talking takes on you. Though schooled in the sciences,
Graffin has spent most of his intellectual energy contemplating
the state of society. The resulting populist social eriticisms
pervaded the band's 13 albums, including their latest, No
Subatance, which summarizes Bad Religion's nearly two-
decade career. From the first song, “Hear It,” there's a strong
sense of the band's early hardcore sound, as well as a nod o
such then-compatriots as the UK Subs and Orange County's
Adolescents.

Pay homage to those early days they might, but Bad
Rehgiﬂn 'i! an LA bﬂﬂd no Iung‘_‘r—NC“' ‘I‘rnrk {\'Oted 'he‘
most enlightened city in America by the Utae Reader) is
Clllanlil'lls |'|Dml_' now {HS WC” as [hc |Klnd.s r\':cnr(‘l'lng bﬂse).
Graffin, who taught for four years at UCLA while completing
a masters ngrﬂm I|n ])iull}g_\-', rl‘lﬁ(‘alr!d o [t}\ﬂ{'ﬂ {04 pul‘sue &
Ph.D. program in zoology at Cornell University (he's put his
studies and teaching on hiatus, though, to concentrate on the
band}. Only one member of Bad Religion (guitarist Greg
Hetson) remaing in Los Angeles, whereas the rest are scattered
across the continent: Bobby Schayer in Seattle, bassist Jay
Bentley in Vancouver and guitarist Brian Baker in
Washington, D.C. "I think I'd like to get an apartment in

Lu'\." Grﬂ"‘;l‘l FAYE. uYﬂU never rc:{lly |¢.'I'|.'I',‘_"

After all these years of social criticism, what strikes you the
maost as neading change?

In our 20-0dd years, we haven't rl:u“y seen a world that's
gotten better in the impnrr.’ml ways. The whele pm:kagu for
the album is a montage of images that we are being bombarded
with these dr‘l_\-'.‘i over the airwaves. We have the seif—|1c|p gury,
|'-|'an(‘ sex, the PS-_'."(‘hit' Friends Network and, of course, the
Il.'ll_'\'isiurl L'Vangfli!it5. [EVEr"r'ﬂﬂc ;S f\hﬂwi rlg l\l'DLl, ma‘k|ng}l’0u
think there is a better life than the one you have. But we aren't
bombarded at all by people tc:lc]ﬁn_gynu how to live a better
life, so consequently we have a society of dreamers who are
hoping for a better way of life, but no one knows how to
Hﬁ'hil_'\"l'_' il. I[lk S.u.ld to Sﬂ}' ll'lat ﬂ.‘H WE'\T‘ a\'h;ﬁ!ved !IS an in('r'e:l.se
in technology, yet we have more people who are unhealthy,
more }N.'IIPIL' \v\'l'l{’ dare M'H'I{'i'ng hﬁl—d{'r 'nr lec'h |e$$ Pﬂ}f, more
people who are starving. Yet we have the Internet. So we give
pcnpll: this false sense of progress, and we pat ourselves on
the back, yet we don't look at what's really in front of us. We
don't ask ourselves how is the quality of our life, which is why
the album title is “No Substance,” because we 've really become
a society that lacks substance.

Does it bother you that webpages have replaced human
contact? '

What has a w:'bpagv: brnug]'l: us except for another way lo
bombard us with images? We're becoming more cerebral, less
P"I.}'Eil:ﬂ.].

Isn't Bad Raligion cerebral? Because of your background and
your lyrics, people consider Bad Religion to be the thinking
person’s punk band.

Yes, but the essence of punk is sociability, bringing people
together, not forcing them into their own little corners where
they can escape from the world. In unity, there is power, there
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Greg Graffin

15 social welfare. Please don’t confuse cercbral with
intellectual. Cerebral is much more general. When [ say it's
dangerous to become a cerebral species, it means we've
divorced ourselves from experience, which is the greatest
food for intellect. By becoming cerebral and detached, we are
becoming dumber. I don't think there's any intelligence in
fantasy. Anyone can fantasize and not better themselves one
bit. But intelligence is something we can acquire and is
probably the most worthy striving a man or woman can do.

That almost makes it sound like you have more of an
education in the humanities than in science.

Really? My initial interest was in human evolution, and my
undergraduate degree was in anthropology. The real
standouts of science, like Carl Sagan, who's lifetime goal was
to bring the complicated portions of science into the
mainstream, hopefully inspired people just to be more
sheptical.

You criticize the pervasiveness of media, but can't it also be a
good thing?

Alot orpi:uph': think of the same t|'|'=ng because tljc_'y'rl: hdng
bombarded by the same thing. Most scientific discoveries
occur in numerous places independently without any
interaction; }'ascinaﬁng lhings like sunspots, which were
discovered on three continents independently. Darwin
thought of evolution independently of a colleague, Alfred
Russell Wallace, who, instead of traveling around the world
was studying a rainforest.

So it's the not the level of it, but the quality.

There's no absolute level or limit. That's partially dictated by
the people who consume it. I don't think we re over-saturated,
because people continue to consume it. That's what 1 would
like to raise people's consciousness about, because there are
better ways to consume it. Better is the wrong word. | don't
want to moralize the issue. This bombardment is creating an

Continued on page 45
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Get out of the Garage
and into The Kitchen...

Recording:

Quality counts. For only dollars

studio, you

studio YOu pro res

would spend at
leran engineer in a
me by for a tour.

1000 full color packages at budget rates!

From you
Complete

Rehea rsal Qur

plied film and cO-R  $1395
esign deals start at

$1625

From Korn to Coalio,
he bill:
4 roo 15 per hr

310/324-8330

FULLY EQUIPPED

REHEARSAL STUDIOS

$10 per hr.
Open 7 days a week

Mon-Fri. 5 p.m. -1a.m. /Sat.-Sun 10 a.m. -1 a.m.

$8 per hr. SPECIAL RATES

Call for days & times
(Storage Space Available) -

In Studio Live Demo $100
Video Tape Your Rehearsal $10.00

BATRACKDICITAL
RECORDINCISTUDID,

S30I00/RERTHRY 5]

Perfect Location Between L.A./0.C.

HRYBLOCK)

TRU - REHEARSALS (562) 464-9456

FULLERTON PRIVATE MONTHLY
REHEARSAL STUDIOS. 24/hr
access. You have keys. $175-5600
On site recording. studio. (714)
7386271

Songwriters-Demos Starting at
$50. Calliwrite: Tackett Produc-
tians, 11718 Barrington Court #2389,
LA, CA 90043, (310) 918-4631,

ABC REHEARSAL STUDIOS
LIVE-IN REHEARSAL SPACES IN
LA 1BR & 2BR, Kitchen
[Bath/LR/DR, $575+. MUST SEEII!
(213) 8519210,

FULLERTON HRLY REHEARSAL
STUDIOS 1500w PA, forced air,
large room, on site accessories.
$15Mhr [T14) 7386271,

Need Tracks? Dance, hip hop,
rap, studiolproducer available,
(B18] 888-5732.

Drum Rooms., New, clean, secure.
24 HA., parking, 7-11 (the siore).
Hourkyfmanthly i$10 HR., room
with kit) (818 762-37317.

DON'T COME TO US unless your
serious about your music vides.
Alzo, multi-camera live concert
recording. Infinite Possibilities Pro-
ductions. (310} 679-8311,

MTV/VH1 Quality under $50007
Yes| Film only. Award-Winning
Directors. Visa/MC. Free demo:
(B00) 613-5800.

PRO DIGITAL & FILM. Cutting
edge studic. Credits from Asro-
smith 1o Zakk Wylde. Performance.
Conceptual. Documentaries,
E.P.K's. Any size budget. We do it
alll (818) B81-1595.

Experienced Production Team
Creative music videss on film. We
beat anyones price. Raw Footage
[213) B74-8114,

$300 Get you a quality videa. Shat
by an award winning director. Call
Dave [T14) 377-0456,

MEDIA BLITZ! 30 Minute Music
TV Pilot, Music Video, Internet
Audio Webstore, and 25 Press Kits.
$9700. Financing. (388) 639-6776.

Glass Eden: www.glasseden.
com An organicfindustrial experi-

ence from Reality Records Inc.
[818) 385-0416, e-mail: glasseden
@earthlink.net

Third Wave Media Ltd:
www.thirdwavemedia.com
Providing world class quality repli-
cation: Audio CD & cassete, CD
ROM, enhanced CD, video CD,
DVD, graphic design, printing,
worldwide shipping. All majer
credit cards. (300) WAWVE-CD1,
(B881 DVD-WAVE, e-mail: third-
wavi@pacbell.net

A Brown Soun: www.abrown.
com Complete speaker repair,
sales. NEW! A AL T. 5. Save your
14" masters to Dat/CD. NEWI
Band, business websites $60hear,
created, hosted, (415) 479-2124,

Tam Valloy Music: www.tam-
valley.com Sell your CD an the
web. Tam Valley Music will run
your ad & graphic for $10! Ne
catches! (415) 215-4185.

Mediafear: www.medlafear.
com Complete Web Site produe-
tion, from concept to hasting. Spe-
cializing in cutting-edge, under-
ground, multimedia sites for
bands, anists, individuals, hip
small business. [415] BE3-6701.

Yellatime Productions: www.
califomia.com/-yellatime Artist
management, live praduction,
indie label and “WarCry®. [650]
558-3033.
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“us and them mentality.” You're either
beautiful or you're not. You're either self-
r'.‘alltmd or yﬂu‘rﬂ naot. YD'UIT': '.‘ithcr ps_}'chic
or yﬂLIJm a Iml 5D|.|[. Yﬂu’rﬁ Eithl‘r 5'.'1)’ or
ynu're not. Those are harsh and untrue
presuppositions that are reiterated by these
media.

“We can argue whether
Green Day and the
Offspring nddressed
relevani issues or nol.
Maybe il was relevant fo
the young people buying
il, because il lalked aboul
masturbation and feeling
like you weren’l part of
the cool caste of society.
Unfortunately, it became
cool 1o be a loser. Beck
didn’t help matters, |
might add.”

What about other consumables, like pop
cufture? How does punk stay its course
amidst all this?

What needs to be done, to keep punk
rflc\'ﬂnl., lls Il'ial PL‘UF]'.L I'I:Wi.' to uddn.‘sE
relevant issues. We can argue whether Green
Day and the Offspring addressed relevant
issues or not. Maybe it was relevant to the
young people buying it because it talked
about masturbation and feeling like, [ don't
know, like you weren't part of the cool caste
af wcicl_y. Unforlunuiely. it became cool to
be a loser. Beck didn't |‘:L'|p matters, | migl:l
add. In order to thrive, you have to be
persistent and provoke people to think a little
bit and not just cash in on the easy pop
culture. I think that's where Bad Religion
I‘JV‘.‘ al“'ayﬁ Sufcccdl.'d. II'E b':':rl an
:Id\'a.ﬂlﬂ.gl‘ fﬂr us to huhlﬂll‘ ul‘ll:lcrm::{th II-U.‘

mainstream. It's kept us focused on what we

knew hest.

Before punk broke here, it seemed that Bad
Religion were bigger in places like Germany
than groups like Pearl Jam.

We still are.

Does that seem odd to you, that Europe
would embrace you more than America?
No. Europe is literate. It didn't surprise me
at all. What did surprisc me is that the first

year we went over there, German-speaking

people were discussing these same issues that
we are now. They don't have tabloid
magazines. They don't have Jerry Springer,
because they have standards that are a lot
h'lgher than ours. And [ don’t think there's a
reason we need to persist in this mediocrity,
because we have far more potential than that.
It's part of a long, deep tradition that goes
back to immigfants who came here for
opportunity and shunted their traditional
way of life. It led to a lot of recklessness,

carclessness,

But before you get to Europe this summer,
you have the Warped Tour.

We'll definitely be playing some open-air
festivals. It's funny, we're not really hyped
on it. I'd much rather do s.nmg'llﬁng like the
Lilith Fair, but “-rill'PL'd is considered the
hard rock tour. 1t's the most rocking of the
tours out this summer. H.O.R.D.E. is more
contemporary, mainstream rock, and Lilith

is more feminine rock.

Nat only that, but the title itself is based on
a tale from Jewish mythology, where Lilith
was tha first woman created, not Eve, and
the religious connotations...

..preclude Bad Religion from playing it. But
as punk bands go, we're far more progressive
than the rest. We have a girl roadie and a girl
manager. We wrote a song for abortion rights
[*Operation Rescue”™]. We play Rock for
Choice. So we should be playing Lilith! If
we're discounted because we have penises,
that's lousy, and they should have to answer
to that. What if there were a festival of only
Jewish bands? They'd rightfully be under
scrutiny. But it's all markl:ﬁng. and that
undermines women's intelligence. That
makes me sick.

But isn't the Warped Tour itself 8 marketing
wehicle for Vans?

Not with Bad Religion on the stage. Sure,
they re going to stick a logo on the poster and
try to sell it to skate kids, but ulimately the
crowd will be Bad Religion fans, and they
know us for our inlcgril_)' and our idras. not
some Skﬂting th"ll‘lg. TI'I(‘ erl‘ped fU“& I‘muw
that. We've weathered all storms of criticism,
and we're not worried about it. If you can
attack us on intellectual grmmds. for our
lyrics and ideas, then it's valid. But if you
want to criticize the fact that we signed to a
major label or some company has an
involvement in this packagt tour, that’s not
||:gil'|matc. When the da_y comes that we all
!'la\'l:‘ I']Ias['ic mﬂslﬂlctiw EUTBEI'}ﬁ ll'n:n_)'uu

can say we're superficial.

Do you still teach?
Only in Bad Religion. ¥
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