ZIPS & CHAINS

JANUARY ‘94. ISSUE 9 PRICE: $2/£1/DM3/1it.3000, or less

<2

BAD RELIGION, INSTIGATORS, JAWBREAKER,

-




“-
.75

w,n

o
M Ryl |

e

:.
o
Ll
.
o

-.511‘.'.
T A

2

=L Fyin v
)
i £ i)

-~

2

i

-?ﬁ }

vy
s
=y

e

APOTASE Ar AL T4
‘é;#&ﬂb"

This interview took place in "Rototom"

club in a small city called Gaio Di Spilim-

bergo at north of Italy. It was.mid July

and I couldn’t get it to the gig due to ot-

her engagements, so I passed my accreditati-
on to a friend of mine, Sado, and asked him

if he could interview the band. The anawers

belong to Brett Gurewitz with an occasional

rartecipation of Greg Graffin.

= Tell me about your latest LP.

Well, the recording took about a week, and
this time we spent even more time in mix-
ing, but it’s in tradition with our style
and% I think, it has the best songwriting
80 ar.
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= How do people react on your new material
at concerts? Sometimes they’d rather hear
older stuff,

Every year we go through that. The record
that is current doesn’t seem to be as po-
pular as the other ones. And then we come
back the next year and that record becomes
popular. So it seems it takes a while to
get used to a record and then they finally
love it. When the record is real new a lot
of the people don’t have it, but if we jud-
ge by the sales - it’s selling better than
any of the records before, so I think the
audience like it.

- How many copies of the new album You have
80ld already?
Five hundred and fifty thousand.

= It was said once that the music that came
from a certain period represent the society
of that period. Do you find yourselves in
that phrase?

Well, if you're trying to analyse the Ame-
rican culture by the music, you have to ta-
ke in consideration all different kindas of
music, not only Bad Religion as a band. Our
culture is comprised of many different cul-
tures, so you'd have to listen to the nati-
ve american’s ethnical music, Rap music,
Punk Rock, Industrial,... but it‘s hard to
get some kind of idea because all those mu-
8ics are expressive of culture and its dif-
ferent aspects.

-~ Yes, but I think it‘s always an aspect of
not peaceful society.

Well, other people said other thin;a. you
know. People have said that Rock’n’Roll is
an extension of the human libido, an exten-
sion of our sexual drive, you know, which
could be true, also. I’m not really inte-
rested in psychology of music, and 1 don’t
know what our music is from that point of
view, but it"s definitely a high energy mu-
alec.

-What inspires you to write songa?

Just everyday's experience, really. Some pe- :
ople need a strong, intense, powerful wvision

to write, but I just have a . lot of ideas al- b,

ways floating around in my head., I just wri~
te on daily experience, the things I relate
to are- common. e ¥

= Who influences you?
I°d say the Germs, Black Flag, Ramones,...

- What do you think about the other Cali-
fornia bands like Big Drill Car, Victims
Family,...

1 like Victims Pamily. Usually, the only
place I get to hear them is when they play

i with us., My two favourites 1 think are Gre-

en Day and Clawhammer.
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- How do you see the world s music scene?
#hieh bands do you like, and who you think
isn't worth a shit?

I don’t want to say anything bad about any-
ONEw s

- Why?
Because it s...

= You see, Screwdriver are musically good
band, but otkerwise they re a pure shit,

Yes, but that’s mot a musical issue; that’sa
a political issme. It has nothing to do with
musiec.

- How do you see the United States? What do
you think abozt your country?

We don”t dislike It, only we don't like it.
Our somgs are talking about the betfer as-
pects of the United States, and I think it
is psefgl material to write about because
it“s showing people they need the other si-
ées of shat they re usually seeing. But at
the same talking, we live in America and
even thog we hate a lot of aspects about
Americe I don”t know how would you fit in-
to amy other country. You know, there’s a
gifference between the government and the
enlture; and the culture of America is in
=y Blood. But I don’t let that confuse me
a=f meke me think that the American policy
is good, and I think the problem is that
zost people can’t separate the two. A part
of #he reason for that is because in the
==ole world no country has been such an
e*7ective media machine as America. But
even though they have a... For instance,
every city in America, from very small 1li-
ke this one to the biggest ones, all have
she cable television. It“s 52 channels, but
the most popular channels might only be 4
or 5 channels and the rest is not so popu=
iar. But usually there’s at least one "pub-
1ic access channel" where any citizen could
say anything. Yet, the chances of someone
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watching that channel are very slim because
they have no advertizing, they can’t be pro-
gramming,... So, even though there’s a lot
of people who share their point of view,
they never get heard.

= What’s your point of view on the war in
ex=Yugoslavia? What de you think about the
positions that the United States and the
United Nations took in front of the problem?
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Well, it’s a very sensitive iasue, but it’s
no secret that the United States are now
educating people that the U,5. has the doub-
le standard issues, such as the problem in
ex-Yugoslavia. I mean, you might ask why do-
esn t the U.N. intervene in such a situation
while they did intervene in Irag. That’s be-
cause, even though they don’t teach us in
school and they never say it, there’s an ul-
terior motive in Iraq; obviously, that would
be 0il. They use human lives as an excuse to
hide their real interests. What do you think
about the whole situation? What’s the solu-
tion to the crisis?




= I'm not smart enough to say what the Uni-
ted Nations should or should have done, but
thousands of people are dying there because
of hunger, hundreds of women are raped, and
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M there s no help to them if the peace is not P
N imposed immediately, even with force. o
X So, do you think that the U.N. should inter- K%
f@" vene against the Serbia? -

BN - It would ve been a solution a few months
P ago, but now the Serbs aren’t the only cul-
" prit; all three sides are guilty.

al What do you think about the embargo against
34l Serbia?

- I guess it’s OK.

b1 I think it did help Serbia, because... we
I have an arms embargo, so there’s no arms in
g Bosnia And Herzegovina that the Serbs have
B4 surrounded. It stopped the arms of getting
! to Bosnia And Herzegovina and didn’t stop
Jz the Serbs of having the arma, and that ‘s the
beW result of our intervening and our action;

¥ having imposed embargo we ‘re helping the
Serbs and not hurting them., I mean, it’s
very complex. Nothing would help the Mus-
lims more than if we abolish embargo and
they ‘d have the weapon to make them equal
and there’d be no fighting. Giving weapons
now wouldn’t necessarily make them equal.
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“What Do You Care?” Interested please contact us.

LP or Cassette $6 Make Check or Money Order Payable to:

Shirts L-XL $6 VIAble UTTerance records our address
Free stickers P.O. Box 7435 change.

with ‘every order. Burbank, CA 91510-7435 USA

o Gone Maddl is totally self-produced and sell-linanced and ali money goes directly 1o tha band. .

c/o Joun! Wiirikangss 00420 Helsinki 4 & N
Kaarelantle 86B28 __ Finland w®




