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BAD RELIGIEIN RDE:I(ET FRI;IM

AMERICAN NIGHTMARE "i'H'E GRIMES FILES,
- NATE WILSON/GLDOM RECORDS + MORE
OF THE USUAL RL’EElSH YOUu LUVE TEl HATE!!




INTERVIEW WITH BRIAN BAKER BY TREVOR MEEHAN

=0 Trevor: Okay, first time in Ireland...any particular reasonw ay its taken
you so long to play here... :
Brian: We tried to come in 94 but no one would book usas they didn’t
like the name, which was really stupid. We sniffed around again in 198
'-=but at that point we were with a different record company wh '_1ust didn’t

td'pretencl that we're [rish...(adopts silly voice) “I'm Irish

. (}t, you're American, you’ve nothing to do with Ireland.. i

‘voice again) “No I went to a website that says I'm Irish!” Y-:m‘d be:
‘amazed at the fuckin Irish mania over in the States. Its really cool to be
'lrtsh thcn:

revt)r" So how do I do an interview with Bad Religion Him' keeps it

HEre ﬂngfar you and fresh for fans of the band?

Brian: Don’t ask how the band started...don’t ask if any of

= Christians...ahh. .. otherwise its pretty much open season. Its rcally an.
“interview by interview basis. Mind you, I'm not here to be "

% .,entenalr_le_d.,.l m here to entertain you!

L

Trevor: An Sblioss guestion but one I'm sure a lot of peap!e'waufd Iike
10 read an answer 10.,. the return of Brett...how did it come aﬁour ama’
»ka't has the band as @ whole gotten from that? &
Brian: We]f Brett i“ nally stopped smoking crack and sh-}otmg hercun and
_ got out of jail and got his life together where he was back to being a
- functioning human being. But through all of it he still managed to be an
‘amazing songwriter. and he’s still an amazing person. The time was right
-« where he felt he had gotten his shit together where he felt he could be a
7 ,::untnbutmg member You know...my Favounte Bad Religion stuff is
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where Creg and Breft have worke mgether ¥
mean he brings Graffins work up, it’s a nice
Jjuxtaposition “cos they write differently but

within the same spectrum. My favourite Bad
Religion records - which I can say as I was a fan
before I replaced Brett - are ones that they wrote
together. I was all for it especially when I learned
they were keeping me! Its been a really great
thing. Brett’s come on tour with us when he

could but he’s running the biggest indie punk
label on the globe and he can’t really be out all =
the time. We thought he was gonna make it for *
this portion of the tour but something went i
wrong with the Pennywise artwark and he had to
go deal with that.

Trevor: So he’s not here then?

Brian: No, he’s not here. But its cool...he’s
really hands on with the company so when he

can come he will and if he cant..

Trevor: ...so that’s the idea behmd havmg lile
three gmtarls[s”

Brian: Yeah. Brett never said he wanted to come
on tour all the time. The important thing is the
songwriting and recording because that’s the
lasting thing to me. He’s already writing the next
record and bar nothing horrible happening we

can continue this partnership, which:is great.

This record is a great example, This record is far
superior to the last few we released and I really
believe Brett is a huge part of that, so |



#da you think tha

encourage him to uanlmuu todo this as much as pOhS]bh:

Trevor: So the refurn of Brerf seems to be the kick in the arse the band
needed?
Brian: Absolutely! It also coincided with the fact we finished with the
other label and coincidentally...and truly coincidentally... when this all
started to happen we had finished the contracts with the last label, other
people wanted us but Brett said well why not come on Epitaph. We said
“hmm, that’s pretty smart...you see the guitar player in our band is the
president...hmmm, I wonder will we get anything done?:2So that’s been
real helpful too and that's why I'm sitting here in Ireland on tour.
Trevor: There was talk you were on the verge of splitting until Brett
came back in the fold? How close did you get to actually finishing up?
Brian: Nah...but we were pretty shaky! Our drummer got hurt and had to
leave. I don’t think we were on the verge of splitting but we certainly
- weren't at the high point of our career...I’ll say that much! I'm glad
~ things worked out the way they did but l‘m sure we would have soldlered
£50n in any event. @

he new record...critics/ reviewers are calling it rfre be.s't record
ne in a decade. Firstly what do you make af:haf? Andsecona'f)
s offensive fo the effort you put in on theg _pr Hous few
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"~ Brian: No, beca

poinison the last fe |

is obvionsly str onger. I'm in no way offended by that. Eve:rythmg you do
15n°t gonna be a win I ve played on probably 70 records: bynow
and some of them sure aren’t as good as others. It doesn’t bother'me for
some reason. Everybody got real excited about Brett's retum...mc]udl‘ng
reviewers. They want to like this because it’s a good story so'lets not
< forget that” You know... “guy triumphs over heroin...comes back: 52"
It's a good story!
i ‘Trevors Fehink ifs reminiscent of when the band stormed back into action
- With-“Stranger Than Fiction" ...
-~ Brian: Yeah I'would so say. The story was “indie success goes major
label — hits to follow™. That didn’t work out quite the way they hoped.

use its better than the last few records Thar_e are'hlgh
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reyor: the web.?:te hm a piece where it

"-"compares Bad Religion's harmonious and

emotive vocal choruses to The Beatles or The
Everly Brothers....who wrote that and do you
agree with it?

Brian: What website is that? BadReligion.com?
I doubt it! That's some press release. They gotta
sell records and you know what...1 don't! And
that’s awesome because it’s a fuckin shit
business. They don’t tell me how to play guitar
and I don't tell them how to write.

Trevor: Do you sell your records at gigs?
Brian: No. They’re too heavy to carry. There’s
hassle with taxes to get them in and out of the
country. Its never worth it. Its not practical for us
to carry that stuff because the taxes are so
different to the garment side of things. Long ago
we learned not to do that.

Trevor: What about the merchandise, how nmch o
imput do you have with that? i
Brian: Yeah, we have entire control and imput
with that. That’s still more of an artistic thlngto

me and the images portrayed are pretty
important. We own all our own merchandise alui 5
do our own designs. -

Trevor: You're all pushing on (if you don’t mind.
me saying so) ... '
Briam: ...Not in the least...

Trevor: ... how do you find touring these days
compared to say 15 years ago?

Brian: It's a lot better now because we’re so uld
they gotta make sure everything’s nice. I’m more
beat up now than [ usedto be. I don’t really drink
as much as [ used to. That’s the saddest part.of
this getting old thing is that when you hurt
yourself or you fall down or something it hurts
for two days instead of two minutes. If you get



really pissed you're hungover for two days So what we do is we try not the rubble. Eventually help came but the whole

to fall down and we don’t get fucked-up so everythings fine. That's pretty  thing was horrible. You know this is supposed to
much It...you know when I.was a kid touring, it was this magical big long  be entertainment and when we're playing a show
party but its not like that. I'm not gonna call it work, because I don't want  theres supposed to be fun. It isn "t supposed to be

it to sound like its not fun — ‘cos it really is — I just think we’re a lot more like going to college or class. Its certainly not
. serious about what we’re trying to do. We're trying to travel in ways that supposed to be a place to get hurt. That’s the low
' basn:aﬂy means we're up for every show and good for every show. We point that I can think of right there.
. got to Dublin last night and stayed over, which is a good example cos if
- we’d travelled all the way here like we would have ten years ago...you Trevor: ...and the biggest challerge?
know. it just beats you up. And as it’s the first time we’ve been here 1 Brian: The greatest challenge is to remain
want to play an awesome show. This should be the beginning of ‘getting to  relevant. With a career as long as we’ve had to
-~ come back here year after year. You just can’t come up here and sucl-: 1 be able to continue to write about thmgs that are

- wouldn’t have that. I can’t do that. some what insightful and hit people in a certain

*'I'revur. ...and after the gig ... ; way. To have a reason to be here. When you’ e
“Brian; Usually [ hang out for about an hour and I sign stuﬂ“c-r 0 as old as we are usually you’ve broken up and =
:whatever you gotta do for the people that are hanging out. ]_!l go hack up reformed and broken up and reformed and you’re
nto the bus and play Grand Theft Auto 3, have a sandwich, 'read now doing the State circuit opening up for Uriah

 really boring but that’s what I do. Tomght however we have an Eal'i}" Heap. It’s hard to not wind up being a caricature
~ flight and we have to get up at 5, so we’ve agreed that we may as well of yourself. You don’t want to just write the
- “Stay up for that. So after the show we'll go out and have afew Tt same record over and over again and that’s by far

. drinks. ..this is definitely the place to go drink something... B

‘Trevor: ...I've got to get up GG, get a 2 and a ha{f‘hou :

- Limerick and g0 straight to wark, ‘5o I've no pity for ye.. P re\_'ur I've read some stuff about the Research

‘Brian: ...ha ha okay well then gotta getupat4,ona pIanc at 7 and I’ b -ﬁmé’ on j@aw webme .can you tell me some

i going to fuckin’ Germany, Oberhausen Germany - the most boring '_ ~more about that?

. place... lets just say I've spent a Iot of time in Germany in the lasiten ~ Brian: This i is our fourth year doing the research

- years or so and I enjoy it surg’ b _d'ccrtamlv rather stay here. That's not  fund. T don’ tnecessarily know if its limited only
to offend our fine Kraut friendst " £ tothe US.. Jogically it shouldn’t be and I hate to

think it would be that exclusive. So far the
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people who have won have been from the US.
We provide grant money which is about $3-

: 5,000, just out of our own pockets to basically
#:managed to cruise in for the gravy — which if you've foll T help supplement the funding of individuals who
- I've done in the past, | always manage to join a band just the second they ~are doing field work in the natural sciences in

; get a tour bus so [ don’t have to do anything the hard wa Th universities. The reason for this obviously comes
from Greg Graffins passion for this. His lifes
work besides being the singer for Bad Religion
has been biology and palaeontology and that’s
what most of his education has been based in. =
Theres an incredible lack of funding for non '
laboratory scientific work in the US and Greg
has lamented that and felt it himself when hes'
been on field work. He said to himself a few
years ago if he could ever help anybody he
would and we're at the point where we can '
afford to do that. We get about 500 applicants a
year and Greg, being the scientist, gets these and

the hardest thlnﬂ

.to still have some importance.

gm thing. I love culture, history and human experience,
‘here [ was ploughing through my James Joyce and JlISt g
] "happenmg That’s the joy ofbung in a band -

ople. The Inw points are when people get hurt wh!(:*_h ppe};s
o muc"h and we do evcrythmﬂ we possibly can to avoid tha

o

W point in the band was San Sebastian, Spain in 1995, 1
0 }ﬁﬂf}.'people and in the blink of an eye, 1,000 vanished, W breaks it down to about 30 that we in.the band
i ) ‘was the floor broke and as it was above a car park th look over. Realistically I wouldn’t have the
: the venue fell about 20 feet. No-one was killed, but people were fucked patience to sit through 500 of these but Greg

. up...this was serious shit... San Sebastian’s infrastructure ain’t so strong does because hes into it. God knows, I'd rather
i "a.nd everybﬂd}' 5 ["uckm drunk as it was a Saturday night. Even getting have a beer! Then the band as a coIIect:we talk
“help to ‘thesepeopfe was hard because everyone was like (adopts drunken  about the applicants, anything we don’t
state...) “ehh? We're fuﬁ:L.ln Spanlah man..." I was too wound up for that  understand gets explained by Greg in laymans
'bemg ﬁ-om the Ba.st Coast of the States. Bas-cally we tried to do as much terms. We then decide whos got the best idea or
Id to tha pomt where hand members where pulling people out of  the most potential in their research to yield




something interesting. This year we’re trying to gct some other people

involved to get more money so we can either have a larger amount for the
, | mean if T had graduated -

winner or fund 2 to 3 people. It's a good thing

from high school I would have welcomed some help for my higher

educanon

Trevor: Greg has wrate “Anger and violence are not punk traits”._vet |

Jind people would argue that anger is a huge influence on punk and its

spirit.well focused anger amyway..,
Brian: .
hostility. Anger to me seems to be more of a natural..

Effectively hostility is the ability to turn it on and off.

Trevor: How about a Bad Religion
show where you come out on stage
and the crowd shouts out songs on
the spot and you've got to play
them...could you manage that?

- Brian: That happens about every 3
shows. Unfortunately because we

- have our new drummer Brooks—= =

-.I'dunno...I think theres a dif‘f‘ﬂ ence between anger and

somethmg to do

with rage more than emotion. Its not as easily controlled bya person -
whereas hostility or being a smart ass motherfucker is what 1 assamate
with being punk more so than anger. I don’t think that punk neaéssanly
needs to be qualified by blind rage. I think it needs to be afocused angcr

t'\e process of beliel

decision is based on mood. If Greg’s throat is
thrashed we’ll do the short faster stuff, if he's
okay well do the slower songs. Each tour, you
get the usual 20, they you ‘r¢ playing with the
other 8.

Trevor: Any of todays bands cah:h yaur eye?
Brian: The Promise Ring is a great band. I like
Hot Water Music a lot. We tried to bring them on
this tour but they were doing the record ad _
couldn’t come. They toured with us in the States.
They’re a great band. Its coincidental that they’re
both on Epitaph. As far as up and coming bands,
they are my two favourites, [ have to be honest [
don’t pay a whole of attention to whats
happening in the punk rock music scene. Partof
s that is the fact that I'm 37 years
old and when not on tour I'm not
at home playing the best of
Discharge as loud as human
possible and pissing off my
- neighbours if you know what I'm :
getting at. I listen to American
mid 20's county music. Like
“Hank Williams, George Jones,

* Hank Snow, American roots
.music, Carter Family, Ji immy
" Rogers. That’s fun for me to
listen to at home. Unless of
course ['ve a bunch of friends

whos wonderful — but hes only been
in the band a short period of ime'sa
we don’t have the ability to pull :
anything out. But Brooks to his
credit...we play 28-30 songs a

night...and Brooks probably knows over and I'm drunk and then it’ll
another 20. When there may be a lull be “Van Halen One” and “... And
or somebody breaks a string or Out Come The Wolves”!
something we’ll be like “so what do

you want to hear?” If it’s a song that Trevor: Just a few more...Did

everyone in the band doesn’t know, the people in the band' hcl do know
it will just sort of blast through it. Jay’s really good at that. ns he knows
all the songs. That would be a good idea though...kind o
“Storytellers Bad Religion™!

You see the parody cover of “Suffer” by NOFX
on their “Surfer” record?
Brian: Yep. Its amazing. Everything Fat Mike
does is genius. He is a genius and [ love him.
We'll be touring with them all Summer and I'm
Trevor: ...so you get through 28/30 songs a night... so excited.
Brian: We usually play somewhere between that, Its abuut
minutes. We don’t really do encores unless we’re in a coun
don’t speak English or understand that we’re not being oﬁ‘eus;y i
. Coing an encore. Like the Italians think we're telling the :
~ we don’t come back out on stage. Basmailyl feel encores s b
S Senuine outpouring of emotion and it should be deserved . The fact that’s
. 5 just 2 given in rock music...like you could see someon ]lk;
" NigRleback and the setlist will have a line where it says encore, c W
ihe ek is that? That’s not about spontaneity. .. that's just hu.llsh:t ' So we
PiEiBour 15, 1 hour 20, because that’s about as long as }'au c take
dle mesic. the energy and speed of it is just exhausttng and its not fun to
BSien 0 2f=r that | know that from playing and of course. ﬁ‘orh.bemg in

Trevor: Whats the plan for the band from
here...how many records are left in the band?
Are there many more tours? i
Brian: I think theres two records. I dunno. One i
of the reasons the band has been around so long
is because no ones really though beyond the next s
6 months. I know we’re LTomg on the Warped
Tour in the States and we've other countriesto
hit on the “Process of Belief” tour. Then we® i
see about ﬂcrtmg arecord out and keep gomgas h
long as it isn’t shite. As long as its fun and wean

thenﬂ-:e We pack as much in as we can I that time andjust get the walk!

= jeaiind Trevor: ...did you just pick up “shite” aver
Trur B &b you go about selecting what goes on r}re .s'er h:t" I m here? :
Sure yom r:-w:j'a.:;s’ to play a lot of the new record? L Brian: ...No. I've been saying it 4 or 5

Brﬂ:‘i'thma frame that we look at because we know v we ¢an

: on!};ig-lcﬂ'mm of songs from the new record and we want to
hit every adher racord & = someway t00. Of course another thing I hate is a
band S's Seen svound for 20 years saying “we're not going to play any
of o ol snod sonss hat you like... we're going to force you to listen to
the Rescsan et e Shink 1S 200d. .that’ll be $30!”, See I'm not into
that We aw=ys play songs from 1980 right the way through. The

years...ever since ‘Tramspottmg came out'

Trevor: Last one. Ever_].?one has .!he poremmf 1o
be punk. True or False? :
Brian: False. Some people arejust bnm
pussies!l!




