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Evolution Revolution: Punk Rocker Is Now CALS ILecturer

(oreg Graffim, lead singer of and songwriter for the renowned punk rodk band Bad Refigion, i spending some time with a quieter audience here on campus.

By BerHany Liemic "12
n between jaunts to Jakarta and South

America to perform before thousands
of punk fans, Greg Graffin, M5 "02,
PhI> '03, can be found in Warren Hall,
where his microphone has been replaced
with 2 lectern and his audience of 60
rapt underpraduate sudents has gach-
ered to hear him preach about evolution
instead of revolution.

The Bad Refigion singer has traded
T-shirts and badges for tweed and ties in
his new pode as Comell lecurer.

Famous for leading the punk rodk
revival of the early 1980s, Graffin says
he was abways a bit of 2 “sdence nerd.”
The California native came to Cornell
i pursie a Pl in soolopy, which
he received in 2003. He fell in love
with the [thaca area and now has a
home among the porges, wherne e Likes
i escape the hustle and busde of his
hometown of Los Angeles to be inspired
by naure.

“I consider it a preat privilege and
an amaring bit of ledk that we [Bad
Religion] are as well kmown a5 we are
inday,” Graffin says “But [ never levelad
with miyself that it was as intellectually
satisfying as any academic pursuic. Being
able to lecrure and 1 parmicipate in the conversmtion that poes on in science,
;:r:l".:.m:na].:.. i @ preat privilege.”

Mow he wants to inspire the next generation to think critically and ore-
atively, with open minds that challenge commonly held asumptions in a
way that can contribate o informed social discourse. As he writes in his new
book, Amaretry Evedision, “That's nbtimately why it's so imponane to lmow
about evolution: becanse it can change the way we think about ourssves and
the world around us"

Ceraffin savs his amistic side complements his scientific side, and both entasl
areativity. “True creativity surprises us because it doesn't obey the mues” he
savs. “Tt comes out of nowhere. Like when youu study the fossil secord and
find species that once existed but don't seem to ﬂl:-e.'. the laws of biobop”

The coumse, Evolution (BIOEE 2070}, was taught for many years by
recently retived College of Ans and Sciences professor, Will Provine, A new
version is being taupht by Graffin alonp with E'M:Jr-y. and Evolutionary
Biology (EXER) profesor Richand Harrison, PhuD. 77, It teaches the basic
science of evolution to nonbiology majors, using mn:u:h:m case stiadies to
ilhustrate how the science is applied and interfaces with real-world questions
The tag-team teachers are addressing ismues such as penetics, personalized
medicine, drug and pesticide resistance, dimate change, and the importance
of bindiversity in this semester's maiden dass, which reached @pacity almost
immediately.

Caraffin's backpround is 2 striking contrass to Harmison, an evolutionary

Dual penesas Gaaffin as rodeer asd an profesies

geneticist and Fast Coast native who has stuck with
the bvies for his entire camer—undergraduare degree
from Harvard, Ph.[). from Cornell, and nine vears
teaching at Yale before retumning to Ithaca in 1986

“We come from rather different backprounds and
have different expertise, but we seem to be compatible,” Hamrison says.
“Ohar hape is there may be some public exdhanges between us in frone of
the studenes ”

He hopes to mold the course into one of the most pogular on campus.

“Many of us in the E&EB deparment felt that a non-major's evolution-
ary hiokopy oowrse was a particularly critical course since evolution is obwi-
ously conmoversial in the eyes of the peneral
pubdic,” said Harrison. * “We really want to
reach a brmader andience of people who arent
bicdopists, bur hopefully will go out, having
learned about evolution, and be able to speak
abous it coherenty and cogendy when they
pet into the real wordd.”

(raffin, whose initial appoint-
ment & for three years, said he

“Thars uls-
would enjoy expanding his lec- masely why ifs
mring duries beyond evolwion. important

“Dhutside of this department, i it
I have been thinking it would ki

be fun to teach an interdisciplin-
ary course with the music or an

department about the hisory of
punk masic,” he sid_

beurse it @n dang e way we tink zbout
punaves and the werld arund 1B”
Amarchy Evoluticn
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